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Scientific Religion or Higher Possibilities of Life and Practice through the
Operation of Natural Forces. By LAURENCE OLIPHANT. With an
Appendix by a Clergyman of the Church of England. Edinburgh
and London: W. Blackwood & Sons, 1888. Pp. xiii., 473.

It is no more possible with this book than with its predecessor Sym-
pneumata (see MIND X. 301) to attempt even the most general analysis of
contents. That, we are told, was written down by Mr. Oliphant from
the dictation of his late wife, he being mere passive instrument in the
case; this has come forth from himself, but still in a manner of which
he can give no further account than that it has been written under an
irresistible impulse, that would take effect only in the particular room
of his Syrian home whence the spirit of his wife had passed into the
unseen. In the first half of the book, the religion of which he has thus
become the channel of revelation to the world has its " scientific "
character set forth and vindicated, in relation with certain results of
recent inquiry and in contrast to the baseless dogmatism of
prevailing religious systems. The second half consists in great part of
an exegesis of Scripture (carried out with minuter detail by another hand
in the appendix), showing the hidden truth enshrined there which has
all the time been missed or perverted by the Christian Churches of every
name. The "higher possibilities of life and practice " now in view de-
pend upon the victory to be gained by the " Divine Feminine " over the
" infernal feminine," which has hitherto held sway in our world since
the Fall and had already before caused nothing less than a world-
catastrophe. In other words, the true position of woman as the proper
complement of man (each particular woman, in the seen or unseen,
the complement of some particular man), is in process of becoming
finally asserted ; and hereby the salvation of the world will be wrought.
There is a curious affinity—apparently quite unknown to Mr. Oliphant—
between his own views and those adumbrated by Comte at the end of
the Politique Positive; though their methods of deduction or other
argumentative support are as widely different as could be.

Proceedings of the Society of Psychical Research. Par t xii. London :
Trubner & Co., 1888. Pp. 270.

The longest of four main papers in this latest Part of these Pro-
ceedings is a very elaborate (150 pp.) " Belation de diverses experiences
sur la transmission mentale, la lucidity et autres phenomenes non
explicables par les donn^es scientifiques actuelles," by M. Charles
Richet, Professor of Physiology in the Paris Faculty of Medicine, and
editor of the Revue Scientifique. It gives, with the help of many figured
illustrations, the results of an experimental inquiry carried on for six
years, pointing in the author's opinion to, though (he must add) not yet
demonstrating with certainty, " the existence in certain persons at cer-
tain moments of a faculty of [objective] knowledge which has no relation
with our normal faculties". He would call this faculty "Lucidity"
(without implying that it has a relation to retinal vision more than to any
other sense), and thinks that all the phenomena of so-called thought-
transference, &c., may be brought under it. New "Experiments in
Thought-transference," by A. Schmoll and J. E. Mabire, occupy 46 pp. of
the Part. The other chief papers are from the hand, now for ever still,
that has always been most active in the work of the Society since it
began to be. One is but a reprint, slightly modified and now entitled
" Hypnotism and Telepathy," of the two articles contributed by Gurney
to MIND xii. 212, 397, under the name " Further Problems of Hypnotism ".
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The other (pp. 3-17) records what appears to have been his latest series
of " Experiments in Hypnotism," yielding further striking results as to
an " intelligent automatism " active in the post-hypnotic state, which the
previous series had first disclosed, and as to production of anaesthesia
by proximity of the operator's hand, which had been observed a good
deal earlier.

Evolution and its Relation to Religious Thought. By JOSEPH L E CONTE,
Professor of Geology and Natural History in the University of
California. London : Chapman & Hall, 1888. Pp. xviii., 344.

In the first two parts of this book (i. "What is Evolution?" ii.
" Evidences of the Truth of Evolution ") the author gives an exposition
of the doctrine of evolution generally, with more special reference to
biological evolution. In part iii. (" The Relation of Evolution to
Religious Thought," pp. 257-338) he seeks to show the consistency of
the evolution-theory in its widest sense with "fundamental religious
beliefs ". The first two parts are not only a good exposition of the
theory as now held, including its latest developments, but have some
distinctive points that claim the attention of biologists. In a chapter
on "The Relation of Louis Agassiz to the Theory of Evolution" (pt. i.,
ch. ii., pp. 32-49), the author contends that "without Agassiz (or his
equivalent), there would have been no Darwin"; that the great
American naturalist " laid the whole foundation of evolution, solid and
broad," though he "refused to build any scientific structure on it".
Without the establishment of certain " laws of geologic succession "—
formulated by the author as (o) the law of differentiation, (6) the law
of progress of the whole, (c) the law of cyclical movement—no inductive
proof of the Darwinian theory would have been possible, and for the
knowledge of these laws " we are mainly indebted to Agassiz ". These
laws are, of course, no longer to be understood as merely formal laws,
but as laws of the actual process of evolution. One of the distinctive
points of the author's view is " that the steps of evolution are not always
uniform" (p. 239). "Causes or forces are constant, but phenomena
everywhere and in every department of Nature are paroxysmal." That
the transitions between species are in a manner catastrophic, being
brought on by rapidly changing conditions, and thus extend over much
shorter periods of time than the persistence of species in fixed forms
adapted to uniform conditions, serves in part to explain the rarity of
transitional forms in the geological record. What seems to be the
comparative fixity of forms in recent times is explained by the tendency
of specialisation to arrest successively the advance along particular
lines. "Thus, throughout the whole geological history of the earth,
the larger number of forms, by specialisation, become rigid and perish,
while the fewer, more generalised and more plastic forms take up the
march and carry it forward a step, only to be themselves specialised
and fixed. . . . Now, obviously, this specialisation and respecialisation
can not go on for ever." The advent of man is " in many ways a sign
of the completeness of organic evolution". With man, evolution has
been transferred " from the organic to the social plane, from the
material to the psychical," and it seems as if, "when the cycle of
human evolution culminates," " organic forms will no longer be modi-
fied by natural but wholly by artificial selection" (pp. 250-1). The
doctrine of evolution is brought into harmony with the requirements of
religious thought by the view that " the phenomena of Nature are
naught else than objectified modes of divine thought, the forces of
Nature naught else than different forms of one omnipresent divine
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